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SUBJECT: DETAINED LABOR LEADERS RELEASED 

REE: LAGOS 973 

SUMMARY: ALL DETAINED TRADE UNION LEADERS RELEASED 
JANUARY 29 AND 30, BUT UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH LEAVE 
UNCLEAR EXTENT EMG DETERMINATION TAKE HARD LINE TO ENFORCE 
LABOR PEACE. END SUMMARY. 

1. POLICE JANUARY 30 RELEASED SIX TRADE UNIONISTS DETAINED 
SINCE EARLY THIS WEEK. POLICE ACTION EOLLOWED PLEA BY 
BANK MANAGEMENT OFFICIALS, AS WELL AS NUNBE OFEICIALS, 

THAT NEGOTIATIONS TO SETTLE BANK DISPUTE COULD NOT TAKE 
PLACE WHILE TOP NUNBE OFEICIALS WERE UNDER DETENTION. 
ACCORDING TO NUNBE LEADER ANIMASHAUN, POLICE RELENTED TO 
MANAGEMENT PRESSURES AND ALLOWED HIM TO GO FREE LATE 
JANUARY 30. NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN NUNBE AND BANKS IT 
COVERS SCHEDULED REOPEN AFTERNOON JANUARY 31. 

2. OTHER THREE UNION OFFICIALS RELEASED WERE THOSE INVOLVED 
IN LAST WEEK'S DISPUTE WHICH SHUT OFF LAGOS WATER SUPPLY. 
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POLICE NOT TO REPEAT THEIR ILLEGAL ACTION. 

3. SEVENTH DETAINED TRADE UNION LEADER, KOLA BALOGUN, WAS 
RELEASED JANUARY 29 AND IITA STRIKE ENDED FOLLOWING DAY. 

4. MEANWHILE OTHER STRIKES ARE CONTINUING. WE ALSO UNDERSTAND 
JUNIOR STAFF OF SHELL B-P COMPANY INITIATED STRIKE ACTION 
JANUARY 31, AN ACTION WHICH COULD POSSIBLE AFFECT FUEL SUPPLIES 
IN CERTAIN AREAS OF THE COUNTRY. 

5. COMMENT: RELEASE OF NUNBE OFFICIALS IN RESPONSE TO MANAGE- 
MENT PLEA LEAVES QUESTION UNANSWERED AS TO EXACTLY HOW STRONG 
A STAND FMG INTENDS TO TAKE WITH RECALCITRANT UNION LEADERS. 

FACT THAT SEVEN UNION LEADERS HAVE BEEN DETAINED FOR VARYING 
PERIODS OF TIME WILL CERTAINLY MAKE OTHER UNION LEADERS THINK 
TWICE BEFORE ORDERING STRIKES, BUT RELEASE OF DETAINEES WHILE 
UNIONS STILL ON STRIKE TENDS TO WEAKEN DETENTION AS A STRIKE- 
BREAKING WEAPON. NEVERTHELESS, FMG ACTION APPEARS TO BE BEST 
MOVE AVAILABLE AT THIS TIME TO HELP CALM SITUATION, THOUGH IT 
ONCE AGAIN DEMONSTRATES LIMITATIONS ON ARSENAL AVAILABLE TO 
FMG UNLESS REGIME IS WILLING TO MAKE REDICAL CHANGE IN ITS 
MODUS OPERANDI AND TURN TO HARSHER COERCIVE METHODS THAN IT HAS 
USED TO DATE. 
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